
 
P.O. Box 8129, Pelham, New York 10803 

 

 
Pelham Preservation Society, Ltd. 

 
August 26, 2019 

 
VIA U.S. Mail and E-mail 
Jacqueline Phillips Murray, Esq. 
10 Maxwell Drive, Suite 100 
Clifton Park, New York 12065 
 
 

Re: Proposed Crown Communications Monopole on  
       NYSDOT Owned Land in Pelham Manor 
 

 
Dear Ms. Murray: 

The Board of Directors of the Pelham Preservation and Garden Society and our 125+ 

members (hereinafter “PPGS”) are greatly concerned about Crown Communications' (“Crown”) 

proposed 120 foot tall telecommunications monopole on New York State Department of 

Transportation (NYSDOT) owned land in Pelham Manor at the intersection of the Hutchinson 

River Parkway and US Route 1, Boston Post Road.  

We previously wrote to you in opposition to your original proposed location across from 

the Pelham Memorial High School.  The new location poses the same risks to our continued 

preservation of the Town of Pelham and its surrounding areas.
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At your presentation before the Pelham Manor Board it was clear that there is a lack of 

demonstrated need for the facility (whether it was a coverage issue or a capacity issue), and that 

the impetus for the building of the monopole was initiated not by the NYSDOT, but by a private 

Company, to wit, Verizon. 

PPGS’ board consists of sixteen professionals including experienced architects, landscape 

designers, attorneys and real estate agents.  We all consider this choice of location to be 

inappropriate. As architects, we question the design of the pole and its surrounding accoutrements, 

required fencing and utility buildings, as well as the glaring scale disparity in sightline heights it 

would create with the existing buildings nearby.  As landscape designers, we question the reliance 

on the existing old growth tree canopy as a visual blockage (especially in fall when the leaves will 

have disappeared), particularly due to the inherent inability to plant closer to the monopole in light 

of the necessary  fencing and the associated buildings near its base. As attorneys, we question the 

legality of avoiding local zoning regulations based on state sovereignty rights in this small area of 

land where it appears the primary beneficiary is a private corporation. The corporation that is, by 

your own admission, the promoter of the project.  As real estate agents, we have concerns over the 

effect it will have on the surrounding property values.  When marketing properties in the oldest 

town in Westchester, it would be disconcerting to have the first structure that greets buyers and 

visitors be an incongruous monolith smack middle in the gateway to our leafy, residential 

community. Ours is a community that occupies just over one square mile of acreage, making the 

large pole a big statement in a small, quaint area. 

This pole would be visible in the Fall and Winter from the homes of a large percentage of 

Pelham Manor residents and seen by anyone on a daily basis as the enter and leave Pelham 

Manor.  It is also visible from many sites currently listed on the U.S. and State Historic Registers. 
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Both Boston Post Road and the Hutchinson River Parkway are equally historically important.  

Boston Post Road, dating back to the 1800s, ran from Florida to Maine with a status similar to the 

West’s Route 66. 

The Hutchinson Parkway resides on property ceded to New York State with a caveat that 

it remain a Parkway, in reality a “Green” way. Unlike Interstate 95, Parkways do not allow for 

commercial traffic and typically retain a tree-lined field on either side.  Aesthetically pleasing, the 

Hutchinson River Parkway is a popular alternative for motorists (“Leaf Peepers”) heading north 

to view Fall foliage. The Parkway is lined with architecturally significant low stone bridges each 

unique in its design.  This foliage is an important revenue generator for the North East and Pelham 

is the beginning of that trip. The tower located in the median between the north and south parkways 

north of Pelham, which is designed to look like a tree, is the butt of jokes among many Westchester 

residents and remains a deleterious eyesore.  Your design consisting of a solid metal shaft 

stretching to the clouds among two-story commercial space will be scrutinized equally, especially 

when its utility is no longer relevant given the changes to technology now and in the future. 

Pelham zoning law and practices are geared at preserving and maintaining the historic 

nature of our town. It is possible with good design to build and develop in a way that complements 

existing structures and maintains the historic  nature of a town like Pelham. We have, for more 

than 20 years, provided assistance to developers to do so.  We ask that you respect the letter and 

spirit of the zoning law as it is written.  This is neither the time nor place for allowing our local 

laws to be to cast it aside at the request of a private for-profit corporation. 

In sum, as preservationists maintaining the current Pelham for future generations, we are 

deeply concerned that the installation of the monopole will have an incalculable and irreversible 
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effect on our community and we ask that you consider our points above and those of our elected 

officials,  reconsider your decision to place it at the current location when others are much more 

appropriate and contemplate this monopole’s long term impact on the historical nature of Pelham. 

Respectfully submitted. 

 
     The Board of Directors of the 
     Pelham Preservation and Garden Society. 

 

 

 

 

cc: 

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
Senator Alessandra Biaggi 
Mayor Jennifer Monachino Lapey, Village of Pelham Manor 
Lance MacMillan, P.E., Director, New York State Department of Transportation, Region 8 
Kayla Biltucci, New York State Department of Transportation, Main Office-Right-of-Way 
 


