
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

August 22, 2016 

  

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Monachino Lapey 

   Trustee Annunziata 

   Trustee McLaughlin 

   Trustee Cataldi DeLillo 

   Trustee Senerchia     

   Attorney Cornachio    

   Manager Pierpont 

                   

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND FIRE SAFETY ANNOUNCEMENT  

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance and notified those in 

attendance where the fire exits were located.   

 

The Mayor spoke about the collaborative effort to improve the Four Corners area.  She thanked The 

Pelham Preservation and Garden Society, Tulio Migliarini from Detco Constuction, Eagle Scout 

candidate Matthew Spana, and Village Manager and DPW Superintendent John Pierpont. She said 

that it was wonderful that these people could combine forces to create this project.  

 

Trustee Annunziata said that the park and police booth look fabulous. 

 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MEETING ON JULY 11, 2016 

 

The Mayor asked if there were any comments, questions or corrections on the minutes. 

 

Trustee McLaughlin said that the print font on page two needs to be changed in one section so that all 

the print on that page will match. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, that the minutes from the Regular Meeting on July 11, 2016 be and hereby are 

approved.  

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

PRESENTATION BY EAGLE SCOUT CANDIDATE MATTHEW SPANA ON THE STATUS 

OF HIS PROJECT 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey said that she was going to move Matthew Spana forward on the agenda.  

She welcomed Mr. Spana to the Board meeting. 

 

Matthew Spana said that his Eagle Scout project was to help revitalize Four Corners Park.  This 

work included weeding and replacing old flower beds, removing a deteriorated wood planter, 

replacing benches, improving the Police Booth and driveway surrounding the booth.  He said that 

The Pelham Preservation and Garden Society and Mr. Migliorini worked on the Police Booth. Old 

plantings were removed and a new bed of rhododendrons and hydrangeas, surrounded by mulch, 

were planted.  Matthew Spana spoke about donations from friends, family, the Village, Mr. 

Migliorini and the Pelham Preservation Society.  He said that three hundred hours had gone into this 

project.  He thanked the Mayor, Board and Mr. Pierpont for their help and encouragement.  He said 

that the project had been very important to him not only because he dedicated his entire summer to 

the project, but because it is located at the entrance to the Village.  

 

 He asked if there were any questions. 



Trustee McLaughlin thanked Matthew Spana for having dedicated three hundred hours to this 

project.    

 

Trustee Annunziata said that one of his loves is landscaping, and he said that he couldn’t have done a 

better job. 

 

Trustee Senerchia said that it was very hot out there and Matthew Spana and the other workers did a 

great job. 

 

Trustee Annunziata asked about the type of wood used in the benches and was told that cedar wood 

was on the benches. 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey said that the light on top of the Police Booth is being restored.  The 

Pelham Preservation and Garden Society will continue to work on this issue. 

 

The Mayor and Board thanked Matthew Spano for his report and for his service to the community.  

They wished him well in college. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORTS 

 

Police Commissioner Annunziata discussed the monthly report with Chief Carpenter.  The Police 

Commissioner commented on the volume of work, and said that this was becoming the norm. The 

recent burglaries in the Village were discussed.  Chief Carpenter said that four hundred man hours 

have been devoted to trying to apprehend the burglar. Various officers and techniques have been 

used to track down the suspect.  The Chief said that a suspect was taken into custody for trespass.  

He was standing in the flower bed of a house looking into a ground level window.  He was 

interviewed by the detectives.  On July 8
th

 a suspect was arrested and, at this time, it is quiet. The 

Chief also said that cars are still being left unlocked which has led to a suspect entering an unlocked 

house. 

 

The Mayor and Board thanked the Chief for his report. 

 

Fire Commissioner McLaughlin discussed the July report with Chief Ruggiero.  There were fifty 

calls and two car fires on the Hutchinson River Parkway during the month.  The Fire Department 

will respond to the call if it’s out of the Village’s jurisdiction.  The Village will respond to New 

Rochelle and the Bronx.   

 

Trustee Annunziata asked if the Fire Department goes on I-95 and was told yes.    

 

The Mayor and Board thanked Chief Ruggiero for his report. 

 

The Village Clerk said that there were forty building permits and the department is averaging forty to 

forty five permits per month.  Most of the permits are taken out by people who are living in their 

homes, but some people who are moving in are spending money to upgrade the home. 

 

RESOLVED, that the Police, Fire and Village Clerk reports be and hereby are approved. 

  

- - - - - - - - - - - -       

 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT SHORT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM FOR LOCAL 

LAW 2 OF 2016   

 

This is a text change within the Code. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, That the Short Environmental Assessment Form for Local Law 2 of 2016 be 

and hereby is adopted. 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - 



RESOLUTION TO ADOPT NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR LOCAL LAW 2 

 

This Negative Declaration is for Local Law 2 of 2016.  The pertinent information has been 

submitted to Westchester County for review.  The Board of Trustees as Lead Agency has 

determined that the proposed local law will not have a significant environmental impact and a Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, That the Negative Declaration in respect to Local Law 2 of 2016 be and hereby 

is adopted. 

 

 - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

AWARD WORK FOR TREE PRUNING AND REMOVAL 

 

The Village requested quotes for its annual tree pruning and removal work.  The quotes listed below 

were received for the work.  Manager Pierpont recommended the low bidder Manor Tree. Their 

quote for the work was eleven thousand six hundred forty dollars.  

 

Vendor     Quote 

 

Manor Tree Company, Inc.  $11,640 

 

Almstead Tree and Shrub Care $15,898 

 

Emerald Tree and Shrub Care  $18,860 

 

The Care of Trees   $24,200 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, That the lowest responsible bidder, Manor Tree Company, be and hereby is 

awarded the work to prune and remove the trees specified for a cost of eleven thousand six 

hundred dollars.  

- - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO SIGN AGREEMENT WITH 

MUNICIPAL AUDIT SERVICES, LLC TO AUDIT CABLE FRANCHISE FEES AND GROSS 

UTILITY RECEIPTS 

 

 

Manager Pierpont explained that he met with the representative from Municipal Audit Services.  

This company would audit the payments that the Village received for Gross Receipts Taxes and 

Franchise Fees to make sure the Village was compensated correctly.  If the Village did not receive 

the correct payments, the auditor will have the Village reimbursed.  The Village will then pay a 

percentage of that money to the auditor.  If no funds are recovered, the Village does not pay the 

auditor anything.  The company can go back up to three years to recover funds.   

 

Trustee Annunziata asked if the fee was contingent upon whether they recover funds and was told 

yes. 

 

The Board thought that there was no down side for the Village with this arrangement. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, That the Village Manager be and hereby is authorized to sign the contract with 

Municipal Audit Services, LLC to audit cable franchise fees and gross utility receipts.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

RESOLUTION TO PAY TAX CERTIORARI FOR 999 WASHINGTON AVENUE 



 

Mayor Monachino Lapey extplained that this was an order and judgment by the Court to reduce the 

tax assessment for this property. The Village has no choice in this matter. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

 RESOLVED, That the Tax Certiorari for 999 Washington Avenue be and hereby is accepted.   

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

ACTION ON LOCAL LAW 2 OF 2016 

 

The Village received the comments from the Westchester County Department of Planning.  The 

opinion of the County is that there are no issues for the County to consider and that this is a matter for 

local determination.  

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously  

 

 RESOLVED, That Local Law 2 of 2016 be and hereby is adopted. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

REQUESTS FOR STREET CLOSINGS 

 

Carl Pannuti, 623 James Street, requested that James Street be closed for a block party on Saturday, 

October 8, 2016 from three o’clock in the afternoon until eight o’clock in the evening with a rain date 

of Sunday, October 9, 2016. 

 

Helen Lund, 537 Highbrook Avenue, requested that Highbrook from Witherbee Avenue to Colonial 

Avenue be closed for a block party on Saturday, September 10, 2016 from three o’clock in the 

afternoon until nine o’clock in the evening with a rain date of Sunday, September 11, 2016. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, That the requests from Carl Pannuti and Helen Lund be and hereby are 

approved. 

- - - - - - - - - - - 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN ABSTRACT OF VOUCHERS 

NUMBERS 22905--23035 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, That the Mayor be and hereby is authorized to sign Abstract of Vouchers 

Numbers 22905-23035. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

PRESENTATION ON SECURITY LIGHTING PLAN FOR BANK OF AMERICA  

 

The Planning Board had two meetings on this subject.  The applicant, Bank of America, was asked 

to make some changes to the lighting plan.  One change was to reduce the lighting color from four 

thousand kelvins to three thousand kelvins to the extent practicable. 

 

Jacqueline Menges from Project Expediters Consulting Corp. was in attendance.  She represented 

the Bank of America.  The security lighting is for the interior and exterior ATM machines at the 

bank. Various types of fixtures and the intensity necessary to meet security standards were 

discussed.   

 

Trustee Cataldi DeLillo asked about the tree trimming and how much thinning would be done to help 

create illumination and was told eight trees would be trimmed to three feet. 



 

An eighteen foot pole was discussed.  The light would be toward the building.   

 

The Mayor asked if it was possible to obtain a more decorative fixture with some fluting and still 

meet safety requirements.  She asked for something more in keeping with Schuyler Park and the 

surrounding area. 

 

Jacqueline Menges didn’t know if that was possible, but said that the bank has used other fixtures.  

 

Trustee Cataldi DeLillo asked that the light post match something that is already there.  

 

Manager Pierpont said that he’ll coordinate this and then the applicant will come back to the Board 

of Trustees.   

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

The Mayor asked if there were any comments or questions from the public. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, That the Board be and hereby is authorized to conduct an Executive Session to 

discuss the following: 

 

  Legal and Personnel Matters  

 
No action was taken in Executive Session. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

ADJOURNMENT   

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned.  

 

  

- - - - - - - - - - - - -   

 Clerk 

 

 

 


