
                                                     

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

April 13, 2015  

  

 

   PRESENT:  Mayor Monachino Lapey 

   Trustee Schwarzfeld 

   Trustee Annunziata 

   Trustee Winston 

   Trustee McLaughlin 

   Attorney Cornachio    

   Manager Pierpont 

 

 

                      

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND FIRE SAFETY ANNOUNCEMENT  

 

Mayor Monachio Lapey led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance and notified those in attendance 

where the fire exits were located.          

 

      - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

MINUTES 

 

The minutes from the Regular Meeting on March 9, 2015, the Public Hearing on March 23, 2015 and the 

Annual Meeting on April 6, 2015 were discussed.  

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey said that she was exempting herself from voting on the minutes from the 

Regular meeting on March 9, 2015, the Public Hearing on March 23, 2015.  

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

  RESOLVED, that the minutes be and hereby are approved. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

REPORTS 

 

Police Commissioner Annunziata discussed the Police report with Lieutenant Carpenter.  Commissioner 

Annunziata said that it was a busy month.  There were two warrant arrests.   

 

Lieutenant Carpenter explained that the warrant arrests are related to an incident in 2013 in the municipal 

parking lot where a car was set on fire.  The investigation took a year to complete and everyone involved 

was indicted.  The people are due back in court on June Third.   

 

Commissioner Annunziata said that that the newly appointed Board of Police Commissioners will 

schedule a meeting and then meet. 

 

Trustee Winston spoke about body cameras. 

 

Trustee Schwarzfeld suggested that the cost of body cameras be investigated. 

 

The Mayor and Board thanked the Lieutenant for the report. 

 

Fire Commissioner Schwarzfeld discussed the Fire report with Chief Ruggiero.  

 

Chief Ruggiero said that there were forty two calls and nine mutual aid calls. The mutual aid calls were to 

Mount Vernon, New Rochelle and Pelham.  The mutual aid calls usually involve covering the fire house 

while the other department is at the fire.   

 

Commissioner Schwarzfeld commented on the lack of sick time and excellent response times. 

 

The Mayor and Board thanked the Chief for the report. 

 

The Village Clerk reported on the number of copies, dog licenses and certificates of occupancy and said 



that it was a routine month. 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

 RESOLVED, That the Police, Fire and Village Clerk’s reports be and hereby are accepted. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

RESOLUTION COMMENDING MAYOR SELLIER 

 

Trustee Schwarzfeld read the following proclamation. 

 

 

Whereas, 

Bertrand C. Sellier 

has been a tireless promoter of inclusive and just government, and an effective advocate of fiscal health 

and the quality of life in the VILLAGE OF PELHAM MANOR; and 

 WHEREAS, he has put his beliefs into practice by serving the VILLAGE OF PELHAM MANOR in both 

appointed and elected public offices, beginning in 2005 as a Member of the Planning Board, then as a 

Village Trustee from 2007 through 2013, with oversight responsibility at various times for Law, 

Administration and Finance, Public Works, Fire, and Police; and 

 WHEREAS, he served as a member and Treasurer of the Pelham Education Foundation from 1995 

through 1997; and 

 WHEREAS, he was elected Mayor of Pelham Manor in March, 2013 and has conducted the affairs 

of that office with dedication and distinction, deserving particular credit for his stalwart leadership; and 

 WHEREAS, he was actively engaged in the review of the development of the two major shopping 

centers for the Village; and 

 WHEREAS, he provided guidance and direction in the planning and implementation of the 

proposed development of the Canal Road Urban Renewal Project; and 

 WHEREAS, he conducted successful contract negotiations with the Fire Department and chaired 

hearings for police personnel matters; and 

 WHEREAS, he worked with neighboring governments, and state and county elected officials on 

numerous proposals that would benefit our Village and add to its quality of life including a Business 

Development Zone with the City of Mount Vernon; and 

 WHEREAS, he provided rigorous oversight of Village spending decisions and continued delivery of 

superior police, fire and public works services to our residents while the Village remained debt free; and 

 WHEREAS, he provided sound and steady leadership and always represented the Village with 

deference, decorum and purpose; and 

 WHEREAS, he has always given unstintingly of his time and considerable talents to preserve and 

promote the quality of life which has made the Village of Pelham Manor a desirable place in which to live 

and has done this with wisdom and insight and often at considerable personal inconvenience not only to 

himself but also to his gracious, loving and understanding wife Robin and his three wonderful children; and 

 WHEREAS, his experience, dedication, tenacity, good counsel, sound judgment and effective 

leadership will be deeply missed by the Village and by those whom he led and with whom he worked. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on this occasion of his retirement as Mayor, the Board of 

Trustees of the Village of Pelham Manor for themselves and for the citizens, officials and employees of the 

Village hereby publicly acknowledges and records its appreciation and admiration of Bertrand C. Sellier for 

the years of untiring public service, leadership and fruitful contribution he has unselfishly given to the 

Village and to our heritage of responsive, dependable and responsible government, and be it 



 FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution, signed by each member of the Board of 

Trustees, be presented to Bertrand C. Sellier as a token of their gratitude, affection and esteem. 

          _____________________  
Jennifer Monachino Lapey 

Mayor 
 

                             ___________________ 
Louis Annunziata     Matthew T. McLaughlin 
TRUSTEE       TRUSTEE 
 
                                            ______________________ 
Neal Schwarzfeld     Christopher R. Winston 
TRUSTEE       TRUSTEE 
  

 

Trustee Annunziata thanked Mayor Sellier for his service and his exciting style. He said that it was a 

pleasure to work with him. 

 

Trustee Schwarzfeld agreed with Trustee Annunziata. 

 

Trustee McLaughlin commented on Mayor Sellier’s wit and intelligence. 

 

Trustee Winston thanked Mayor Sellier and said that he would miss him. 

 

- - - - - - - - - -  

 

SWEARING IN OF TRUSTEE CHRISTOPHER R. WINSTON 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey swore in Trustee Christopher R. Winston who was re-elected Village Trustee 

on March 18, 2015. 

 

All those in attendance congratulated Trustee Winston. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - -  

   

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF ALBERT W. CORNACHIO III AS 

VILLAGE ATTORNEY 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey said that she was appointing Albert W. Cornachio III as Village Attorney.  

She said that she has known him for several years.  The Mayor said that he synthesizes information well 

and is in private practice. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor’s appointment of Albert W. Cornachio III be and hereby is 

confirmed.  

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey swore in Albert W. Cornachio III and all in attendance congratulated the new 

Village Attorney.  Mayor Monachino Lapey asked Attorney Cornachio to sit on the dais with the Board. 

 

- - - - - - - - - -  

 

RESOLUTION ON APPOINTMENT OF A. MICHELLE DeLILLO TO THE PLANNING BOARD 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey spoke about appointing A. Michelle DeLillo to the Planning Board. She said 

the Ms. DeLillo was a member of the Citizens Committee and a licensed Professional Engineer.  She 

graduated from Pelham High School and Manhattan College and she is excited to serve on the Planning 

Board. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

 RESOLVED, that A. Michelle DeLillo be and hereby is appointed to the Planning Board. 

 



Mayor Monachino Lapey swore in A. Michelle DeLillo and all in attendance congratulated the new 

member of the Planning Board. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

RESOLUTION ON APPOINTMENT OF DAVID JEFFRIES TO THE ZONING BOARD OF 

APPEALS 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey said that David Jeffries was a member of the Planning Board who asked to 

move to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He graduated from Haverford College with a degree in 

philosophy and has a law degree from Yale and he is associated with a major law firm in midtown 

Manhattan. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

 RESOLVED, that David Jeffries be and hereby is appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey swore in David Jeffries and all in attendance congratulated the new member of 

the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

RESOLUTION ON APPOINTMENT OF CARLA ROMITA ECCLESTON TO THE PLANNING 

BOARD – TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF DAVID JEFFRIES 

 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey said that Carla Romita Eccleston will fill the unexpired term of David Jeffries.  

She has undergraduate and graduate degrees in German literature as well as a law degree.  She sits on 

petroleum boards and is a Trustee at the College of New Rochelle.  She is on the Board of Directors at 

Castle Oil and manages a real estate division. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

  

RESOLVED, that Carla Romita Eccleston be and hereby is appointed to fill the unexpired term 

of David Jeffries on the Planning Board. 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey swore in Carla Romita Eccleston and all in attendance congratulated the new 

Planning Board member. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

RESOLUTION ON APPOINTMENT OF JOSEPH SENERCHIA TO THE ZONING BOARD OF 

APPEALS 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey said that Joseph Senerchia graduated from Pelham High School in 1993 and 

has a marketing degree.  He recently served as a Village Trustee n the Village of Pelham and is an 

electrical contractor.  The Mayor also said that he comes from a wonderful family.  

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, that Joseph Senerchia be and hereby is appointed to serve on the Zoning Board of 

Appeals. 

 

Mayor Monachino Lapey swore in Joseph Senerchia and all in attendance congratulated the new Zoning 

Board member. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - -   

 

RESOLUTION FOR 2015-2016 BUDGET AND TAX LEVY 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously resolved that 



WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has met at the time and place specified in the notice of 

public hearing on the tentative budget and heard all persons desiring to be heard thereon; NOW 

THEREFORE BE IT 

 RESOLVED, That the tentative budget as hereinafter set forth is hereby adopted and that 

the several amounts stated in the column titled ”Adopted” in Schedule 1-A be and they hereby 

are appropriated for the objects and purposes specified and the salaries and wages stated in 

Schedule 5 of such budget shall be and hereby are fixed at the amounts shown therein, effective 

June 1, 2015 

    Modifications 

 

Schedule  2-A  Increase Line A1110 ( Sales Tax Revenue)              $ 5,000.00 

Schedule  3    Increase Line A1001 (Appropriated Surplus)       $ 5,000.00   

And be it further  

 RESOLVED, That the Manager be and he hereby is authorized to complete the assessment 

roll by extending the taxes against properties on said roll in conformity with the budget figure as 

adopted, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees set the 2014 adjusted base proportions 

for the year 2015 Village taxes at 79.83% Homestead and 20.17% Non-Homestead 

and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the tax rate of $ 7.2010 for each $1,000 of assessed valuation of property 

be levied and collected upon all of the Homestead properties appearing on the completed 

assessment roll of 2014 and $10.4316 for each $1,000 of assessed valuation of property be levied 

and collected upon all of the Non-Homestead properties appearing on the completed assessment 

roll of 2014 and that the Mayor and the Village Manager be authorized to sign the warrant 

attached to said roll; that the assessment roll, together with such warrant on or before the 15th 

day of May 2015, that all taxes on said roll become liens on the various properties against which 

same are assessed at 12 o’clock Noon on the first day of June 2015. 

- - - - - - - - - - 

REQUEST FROM BRIAN MARKSOHN, VAN TRANS LLC, TO RENEW SPECIAL PERMIT FOR 

TEMPORARY STORAGE OF SCHOOL BUSES 

 

Brian Marksohn from Van Trans LLC is requesting the renewal of the special permit for the temporary 

storage of school buses.  This permit would be for one year until July 2016, and the fee would be the 

same as it is now, twenty five thousand dollars. 

 

Trustee Annunziata asked if the special permit would interfere with the development of Canal Road and 

was told that the one year should be fine because there is still a lot of planning to do. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, that the Special Permit requested by Van Trans LLC for the storage for the storage 

of school buses for one year for a fee of twenty five thousand dollars be and hereby is approved. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO SIGN 2015-2016 SNOW AND 

ICE AGREEMENT WITH NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 



This is the money that New York pays the Village to plow and salt the Boston Post Road.  It is usually 

five thousand dollars, but it is occasionally increased if the winter is exceptionally severe.   

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and second, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, That the Village Manager be and hereby is authorized to sign the 2015-2016 Snow 

and Ice Agreement with the New York State Department of Transportation. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - -   

 

RESOLUTION TO AWARD THE BID FOR WEIHMAN PARK MAINTENANCE 

 

This bid is for the annual maintenance and care of Weihman Park. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED, That General Landscaping, the low bidder, be and hereby is awarded the bid for 

Weihman Park Maintenance at a cost of three thousand three hundred sixty dollars. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - -    

 

RESOLUTION TO AWARD THE BID FOR STREET SWEEPING 

 

The Village contracted this service out about fifteen years ago because it was less costly to bid out the 

work.  3D Industrial does approximately ten sweeps per year at a cost of two thousand five hundred 

dollars per sweep.  The Village bids the work for ten sweeps but can reduce or increase that amount. 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

  

RESOLVED, That 3D Industrial be and hereby is awarded the bid for street sweeping at a cost of 

twenty five hundred dollars per sweep.  

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN ABSTRACT OF VOUCHERS NUMBERS 

21344-21407  

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

 

RESOLVED, That the Mayor be and hereby is authorized to sign Abstract of Vouchers Numbers 

21344-21407. 

- - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Robert Fesjian, 660 Colonial Avenue, spoke about the special permit for school buses.   

 

- - - - - - - - - - -     

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

No action was taken in Executive Session. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - 

   

ADJOURNMENT   

  

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned.  

 

                 - - - - - - - - - - - -   

              

 Clerk   

  

 



 

 

 

 

  

 


