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The Mayor opened the Public Hearing on the Tentative Budget for 2012-2013.  He 

thanked Manager Pierpont for preparing the budget in these challenging economic times.  

He noted that the Village Board put a lot of pressure on the Manager to produce an 

acceptable budget. The Mayor commented on the State’s new mandated cap on the tax 

levy. He said that the Manager presented a budget that was under the mandated cap and 

maintained services that Village residents have come to expect.  He also stated that this 

was not without some cuts.  Mayor O’Connor said that vacant positions in both the Police 

Department and Department of Public Works were not going to be filled.  Mayor 

O’Connor noted that the Board takes these cuts very seriously. He said that he’s proud of 

the work the Police Department does, but said that the Village can adequately cover the 

Village and commercial and property owners without filling one position.  He said that 

by not filling one of the positions in the Department of Public Works, which is a much 

smaller department than the police department, the Village will have less flexibility. He 

cited the example of the early snow storm in October and how the DPW was able to go 

though the town and pick up debris.  He said that having that flexibility comes in very 

handy and said that we will have less of that type of flexibility in this budget.      

 

The proposed Homestead Tax Levy increase is two point three three percent and the 

proposed Non Homestead Tax Levy increase is eleven point five five percent.  The 

budget reflects a three point four five percent increase in the appropriations from last 

year. 

 

Mayor O’Connor said that he freely admitted that he was nervous about future years.  He 

said that the increase to the New York State Retirement System was sixteen percent this 

year. 

 

Trustee Sellier said that the Village has no control over what the Retirement System 

charges.  He suggested that the public complain to Albany because it was the 

representatives in Albany who made the agreements with unions that caused the 

increased pension rates. 

 

Manager Pierpont noted that last year the street paving budget was cut and the effect can 

be felt a little bit.  Additional money is not being put in this year’s budget to offset that 

effect.  There will also be a little less sidewalk replacement in the new fiscal year.  He 

said that sidewalks and streets will be repaired at a slower rate than usual. 

 

Trustee Schwarzfeld said that approximately three hundred ninety thousand dollars was 

being transferred from the surplus.  

 

The Manager said that the Board would like to see ten percent of the operating budget in 

the fund balance. For a while the Village had that amount. 

 

Trustee Schwarzfeld asked what would turn the situation around and was told that 

significant increases in non property tax revenues such as interest earnings, mortgage tax 

and sales tax would lead to improvement . 

 

Trustee Annunziata asked why the retirement system costs increased by sixteen percent 

and was told that there were some improvements in benefits to recipients and the last few 



years of poor performance by the stock market.  Investment returns were lower than 

anticipated. 

 

It was noted that eighty five percent of the Village’s budget is employee related.  The 

Village works in a very regulated environment, but what leverage we have we’ve used.  

An example of this would be outsourcing of certain work in the Department of Public 

Works. This was agreed to in the collective bargaining unit. 

 

Trustee Annunziata noted that the Village is under a mandated property tax cap, but the 

retirement costs increased by sixteen percent. 

 

   - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mayor O’Connor opened the meeting for public comment. 

 

Anthony Marrella, 103 Iden Avenue, asked if there was any way to know how much 

revenue the Village would get if more properties in the Village were developed and was 

told that there was really no way to guess at that type of number.   

 

Jim Apicella, 587 Manor Lane, said that the commercial area was starting to pick up and 

noted that the budget reflected the non homestead paying a higher tax rate than the 

residents. He said that the businesses can pass on that increase, but the Village can’t pass 

its increase to anyone but the residents.  Mr. Apicella questioned what was going to 

happen with the new health care law. 

 

Trustee Annunziata said that the new health care system would have no effect on the 

Village because the Village provides health insurance for its employees.  The law affects 

people who do not have insurance. 

 

Anthony Marrella, 103 Iden Avenue, said that many times the cost of health insurance is 

skyrocketing because benefits are expanded.  He referred specifically to chiropractic and 

psychiatric services.   

 

Gianni Magnani, 435 Carol Place, commented that there were seven people listening to 

the discussion on the Village’s budget and three of those people represented the press.  

He thought that more residents should have attended this public hearing. 

 

Mayor O’Connor agreed that the budget was very important and it results in the tax levy, 

but it doesn’t interest people. 

 

Trustee Sellier said that the School Board had a tremendous number of people attend a 

meeting when a plan to realign schools was announced.  He said that people show up for 

what they’re interested in. He commented that the most people he’s seen attend a Pelham 

Manor Board meeting had to do with a school parking issue. 

 

Jim Apicella commented that the most people he’s seen attend a Board meeting had to do 

with a proposed dog waste law. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING 

 

After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

 

 RESOLVED, That the Public Hearing on the Tentative Budget for Fiscal Year 

 2012-2013 be and hereby is closed. 

 

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

    Clerk 



 

 

 


